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Activity Overview

Follow the Leader is a fun music activity
that helps children develop listening skills.
It introduces call and response patterns,
enhances awareness of start and stop
cues, and encourages vocalisation and

singing.

You’ll Need:

A variety of percussion
Instruments;

e Drums

 Shakers

« Tambourines

« Bells

« Any other percussion

you have!




Set up like this:




Session:

I’'m the Leader (Tune of Frere Jacques)

(Call) ’'m the leader - (Response) I'm the
leader

(Call) Copy me - (Response) Copy me
(Call) Can you do what | do? - (Response)
Can you do what | do?

(Call) Wait and see - (Response) Wait
and see

This is a great song to introduce the idea of
call and response - to learn about when to

start/stop and take turns

When modelling the call and
response, make sure TAs are confident in

singing the response line after your call.
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1.Introduce the Song:

« Sing or chant the song with the class.

« You (teacher/leader) do the call, and the
class (with TAs) copies the response.

 Tap the rhythm as you sing/chant.

2. Encourage Participation:

o Let pupils play or sing along however
they feel comfortable.

. After “wait and see,” offer a sound for
them to copy.

« Move around the group, giving each
pupil a chance to lead.

o If they’re confident, they can sing “I’'m
the leader,” but if not, sing “(Name)’s
the leader” and copy their sound.



3. Add a Drum Roll:
o After the leader’s sound, add a drum
roll.

Teach them to STOP! at the end to finish
their turn.

4. Explore Variations:
 Try singing/chanting and playing the
song fast, slow, loud, and quiet.




Top Tips:

When it’s a pupil’s turn, sing “You’re
the leader” or use their name. Pause
to give them time to respond in any
way—celebrate all responses! Adapt
the song to their sound (e.g., singing
“ah” if they do). Hum softly to
encourage vocalization.

Model movements with instruments
and try hand-on-hand playing to let
them feel the rhythm. Tap the beat on
surfaces so they sense the vibrations.
Allow plenty of time to notice small
movements or quiet sounds,
acknowledging every effort.
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